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The end of an era
By Sharon K. Sobotta

Laura Kirleis sat on a
lawn chair in front of the
tiny square
Perks/Caffino where
she's spent a quarter-
century of her life - serv-
ing coffee, smoothies,
hot breakfast sand-
wiches, snacks, warm
greetings, smiles, and
well wishes. “I'm sad,”
Kirleis said while smil-
ing through tears “I'm
going to miss it. The peo-
ple we see everyday
mean a lot. There's a lot
of interaction. It's a very
special place.”

Kirleis's journey to
Caffino-turned Perks be-
gan when she was caring
for young children and
her grandmother, who
had been diagnosed with
Lou Gehrig's disease. At
the time, her husband
came home from his job
at (another) Caffino and
told Kirleis that they
should buy a franchise.
This surprised Kirleis as
a non-coffee drinker.

“He told me that after
my grandmother passes,
(the drive through coffee
shop) would save me. He
said I'd need the cama-
raderie of people around
me...and he was right. It
has saved me,” Kirleis
said. “I love the people
here. People are busy,
but this has been a place
they could go while on
the run. I can't tell you
how many times some-
one at one window knew
the person at the other
one.”

As Kirleis chats in
front of Perks, former
customer Keenan
Parmelee stops by. “I've
been coming here every-
day since my son was
very young and now he's
a teenager. This place
(and the staff) have been
a part of our lives and
my kids' lives. It was the
one place I could come
to during the pandemic,”
Parmelee said. “It's been
an important part of our
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community. I guess now
I'm going to have to
make my own coffee.”

Kirleis had been led
to believe (by her land-
lord) that she was vacat-
ing for the sake of a
forthcoming construc-
tion so the city could
build offices and a teen
center, which she
deemed a worthy cause.

“I don't think we
would've survived the
construction of this lot
with me in it,” Kirleis
said. “Maybe I (might've
proposed) that we stay
until the plans are devel-
oped or the construction
begins.”

It turns out, how-
ever, that although the
city has been interested
in acquiring the
Boswell's property,
which city manager
Niroop Srivastsa said is
ideally situated between
the police station and
the library, the city has
not purchased the prop-
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erty. Srivastsa said the
city appraised the prop-
erty in 2019 and the
owners declined. In late
2023, when the Lafayette
city council was ap-
proached by the prop-
erty owner about a po-
tential sale, the council
declined the offer.

“The City supports
and values local busi-
nesses,” Srivastsa said.
“We also have a strong
partnership with the
Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce and support
the local small business
community through
Shop Local promotions
such as the new Experi-
enceLafayette.org busi-
ness directory website
and the eCard Program
(a localized gift card that
works at participating lo-
cal stores).”

For now though,the
lot, which once bustled
with people driving
through or walking up to
get coffee or snacks, sits

Laura Kirleis

still in front of what has
been a cornerstone of
community and connec-
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tion to Lamorindins-
marking the end of an
era.

Orinda/Moraga Girl Scout International Fair

Submitted by Karleen Stern

On Sunday, Feb. 25, over
450 Girl Scouts from the
Orinda-Moraga Service

Unit of the Northern Cal-
ifornia Girl Scouts Coun-

cil gathered at Joaquin
Moraga Middle School
participate in the annual
Girl Scout International
Fair. Each year, in honor
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of World Thinking Day,
the Orinda-Moraga Ser-
vice Unit of NoCal Girl
Scouts hosts an Interna-
tional Fair. World Think-

ing Day, first celebrated
in 1926, is a day of inter-
national friendship, pro-
viding an opportunity to
speak out on issues that
impact young girls and
women around the
world. World Thinking
Day is celebrated by Girl
Scouts and Girl Guides in
over 153 countries.

This year, 29 troops
within the Orinda-
Moraga Service Unit
hosted country booths,
including Argentia,
Greece, India, Israel,
Philippines, Thailand,
and Ukraine among oth-
ers. The troops spent the
weeks before the Inter-

national Fair learning
about their chosen coun-
try, its language, history,
customs, and culture.
Troops then decorate
their booths and plan ac-
tivities like crafts, games,
or food tasting - for other
Girl Scouts to participate
in to learn more about
the country.

At the International
Fair, Scouts spent the af-
ternoon traveling from
country booth to country
booth, learning about
each country's unique
customs, sampling cui-
sine from the country,
playing traditional
games, learning a few

new words in that coun-
try's language, or partici-
pating in a craft. Once
they've visited the coun-
try, they get a stamp in
their passport.

The event brings to-
gether Girl Scouts of all
ages, from Daisies
(Kindergarten and First
Grade) to Cadettes and
Senior Scouts in high
school.

It's fun to learn
about different countries
and try new foods, said
one Del Rey fourth grade
scout and now there are
even more counties I
hope to visit one day!
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DRE# 01882902

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630

DRE# 01917597

BRICKMAN &
WOOLSEY

COMING SOON

32 CREST ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
MATT MCLEOD | 925.465.6500

NEW PRICE
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1258 N. SCENIC DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

CALL FOR INFORMATION

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

1161 OLEANDER DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $4,580,000

JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

PENDING
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BEN MARSHALL

415.321.9206
DRE# 01916157

CAROLYN WAY
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DRE# 01932119 / 01914797
CHERYL HATA T — | JANE & DAVE SMITH

1025 WILLOW DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,075,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

8 MOUNTAIN VIEW LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,699,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

62 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $915,000
COLOMBANA GROUP | 925.878.8047

PENDING

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS JOY WIEHN

5879-5881 CHABOT ROAD, OAKLAND
OFFERED AT $1,400,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

3208 RONINO WAY, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
BRICKMAN & WOOLSEY | 925.351.5049

89 DAIRY CREEK LANE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR 4,970,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

925.804.0200 SOL-;I.D-. :.-

DRE# 02038791 : wy e ] y ¥ =

REPRESENTED BUYER
415.3771884
DRE# 02047712

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

601 WATCHWOOD ROAD, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,175,000
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

637 SKY HY CIRCLE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $3,500,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

1400 GOLDEN RAIN ROAD, #2, ROSSMOOR
SOLD FOR $490,000
JOY WIEHN | 415.377.1884

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294
COLOMBANA
GROUP

LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD

SHELLEY RUHMAN

RACHEL DREYER RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS  TINA FRECHMAN WENDY MEANS

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

510.506.1351
DRE#01180260

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

415.990.1672

DRE# 01994561

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

415.690.6037
DRE# 01913149

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819




